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REFEREE PLAN 

P a g e  1 

e v e r y o n e  p l a y s  

 
 

Each team participating in the tournament SHALL provide at least one team of AYSO trained & certified referees, Regional badge level or greater. 
All referees must be current registered volunteers, must be able to provide their AYSO ID#, be Safe Haven Certified, CDC Concussion Certified 
and be Cardiac Arrest trained. All referees should be versed in the Laws of the Game, including current law changes and capable of applying the 
laws according to the spirit of the game. Referees must be in complete uniform: Referee jersey with appropriate AYSO badge, black referee shorts 
and black referee socks. Referees not in complete uniform will not be allowed to officiate. In inclement weather, black rain pants or black warm-up 
pants will be permitted in addition to the official uniform.  
Each referee team may expect to officiate up to two games per day, and no more than four games in the tournament. All referees on a referee team 
should be capable of handling the center assignment. In the event some team members are qualified only to handle the assistant referee duties, the 
team must include at least one referee capable of handling a center assignment. The Tournament Committee does not guarantee that game 
assignments will be available for referees who are not on the published referee schedule. However, all teams who submit a referee team with their 
tournament application (by December 31, 2021) will be guaranteed to be provided with at least two (2) game assignments. Referee assignments 
may be any time during tournament hours.  If a referee is listed on more than one referee form, the Locomotion Tournament will not guarantee that 
their referee assignment will not conflict with their team’s games, or other referee assignments. Referees should be prepared to referee the game 
immediately before or after their team’s game. To receive credit, each team of referees must check-in at the Referee Station in the main tent 30 
minutes before each game and must identify themselves at this time as to which tournament team they are representing. Please know the 
Tournament team number for the team you represent. Late check-in prior to any game may result in forfeiture of the referee deposit. 
Players from teams registered to play in the Locomotion tournament WILL NOT be accepted to referee. The tournament demands on a player are 
too significant to ask the player to referee also. Coaches and assistant coaches are permitted to referee, but it is highly discouraged. In rare cases, 
the referee team will be assigned either to the match directly prior to or directly following the team’s match, leaving a coach little time to prepare 
for either assignment.  The coach should recruit other parents or region volunteers to serve as referees. There will be no accommodations given to 
coaches that choose to referee other than not being required to referee at the same time their team is playing 
Referee teams may be assigned a “stand-by” assignment for a particular time slot. This is a required assignment and subject to deposit-refund 
determination. “Stand-by” referees must check-in at the referee station in the same manner as an actual game assignment and remain there until it is 
verified that all games are covered. 

Where these guidelines are complied with, the $350 referee deposit will be refunded within 14 days of the tournament completion. Partial 
refunds MAY be made depending on the overall coverage of all Locomotion tournament games at the discretion of the Locomotion Tournament. 
The referees must be able to officiate the division level that they represent. A higher comfort level is strongly advisable. Each referee team must 
provide at least one Center Referee qualified for the following levels: 

13U/14U/15U/16U  Advanced badge level or higher 
11U/12U   Intermediate badge level or higher 
9U/10U   Regional badge level or higher 

The referee assignments may extend outside the division they represent. 
Locomotion will use the diagonal system of control (one referee and two assistant referees). 
Referee teams will usually be assigned to the same match as a team, however in some cases it may be necessary to split up a team of referees to 
ensure that priority is given to the most qualified referees. 
Supplemental referee teams will be provided from the hosting region, or volunteer teams from other regions, to cover vacancies or lack of qualified 
teams. 
Youth referees (under age 18) will be required to have a Locomotion Youth Referee Authorization Letter, signed by their Regional Referee 
Administrator, and carry it with them at all times and be prepared to present it upon request by any Tournament Official. 
Referees who officiate at the tournament will receive commemorative thank-you gifts, which may include one or more of the following: 
tournament coin, pin, t-shirt. Referees who officiate on Monday’s medal round games will receive an additional very special gift. SUBJECT TO 
SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES 
Participating referees will be instructed to exercise control of the game to maintain safety and good sportsmanship from the players, coaches and 
spectators. Trifling matters may not be called if it is fair and good sportsmanship is prevalent. Referees will be strongly encouraged not to show 
cards when handling behavior problems in the 9U/10U division. The referee will be expected to uphold the Laws of the game, as well as to ensure 
compliance with all tournament rules and guidelines.  
Referees will be expected to complete a Misconduct Report for ALL misconducts or exceptional incidents during their games. 
Above all, it is the referee’s goal to ensure the game is safe, fair and fun for all participants! 

To be eligible for the referee deposit refund, the referee registration forms must be submitted to the Tournament and the referee 
crew must be approved by your Regional Referee Administrator no later than January 14, 2022.  


